
How It Works 
A Clemente Course in the Humanities (Clemente) offers free, 
college-level humanities classes to adults living on low 
incomes. Experienced college faculty lead seminar-style 
American history, art history, literature, moral philosophy and 
writing and critical thinking courses. Tuition, books, childcare 

and transportation are provided for all qualified students.  Students who successfully complete the course earn 
transferable colleges credits. 
 
The goal of Clemente is to bring the clarity and beauty of the humanities to people who have been deprived of these 
riches through what Clemente Course founder, Earl Shorris, described as a “surround of force”: hunger, isolation, 
illness, landlords, police, abuse, neighbors, drugs, criminals, and racism. Clemente is based on the belief that by 
studying the humanities, those who are economically and educationally disadvantaged can acquire the cultural 
capital and conceptual skills necessary to improve their personal and societal situations. 
 
Impact 

• More than 10,000 students worldwide have attended a 
Clemente course.  

• More than 5,000 students have graduated and earned 
college credit through Clemente. 

• Since the first course was offered at the Roberto Clemente 
Family Guidance Center in lower Manhattan in 1995, it has 
been taught on five different continents and in such in 
diverse communities as Melbourne, Australia and Seoul, 
South Korea, indigenous villages in rural Mexico and 
Alaska, an Internally Displaced Persons camp in Darfur, 
and across the US and Canada. 

• Improves “Town and Gown” relationships with major 
universities, including Harvard, University of Chicago, 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and University of 
Wisconsin Madison. 

• Professors credit the program with improving their teaching, research, and understanding of their local 
community. 

 
Testimonials 
“It has changed my life.  I know for a fact now that I have the ability to continue.  It doesn’t seem as scary.  It 
helped me have the courage to get my son enrolled [in college] and the confidence that we could figure it out 
together and help him have courage.”—Graduate  
 
“I have benefited from all the social services this community has to offer. I’ve been homeless, in the battered 
women’s center, AA, welfare, everything. These agencies taught me how to survive, and I’m proud of that.  But 
Clemente showed me that there is more than just survival:  that I have a future out there just like anyone and I can 
do more than survive.  I saw a new horizon that I didn’t even know was there before.  So one day I’m going to be a 

lawyer.”—Graduate  
 
“This is the most amazing program. I have a new view on my life 
and the world around me. I see everything more vividly and with 
more purpose. Architecture, Art and even the newspaper have 
become an everyday part of my life. I encourage my son to be more 
active in his community (school, church, etc) and that he does have 
a voice. I am so grateful for this experience. I have said before that 
in my pursuit of my dream to become a nurse that EVERY nurse 
should be required to take this program because I feel this will be 
the foundation of the type of healing professional I want to be. 
THANK YOU!”—Graduate  

 
"These students are so hungry to share in the world of culture. In that way Odyssey [the Illinois Clemente Course] 
is very different from anything I've experienced in more than 20 years of teaching at the university level. "—
Odyssey Project Professor 

Timothy Patrick McCarthy, former director of the 
Boston Clemente Course, and Ethel Stafford, 2007 
Clemente graduate who earned her ALB from Harvard 
University in May 2011. 

http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2011/05/a-lifelong-learner/


  
Courses across the Country 
Illinois: Chicago, Bloomfield, 
Champaign (Odyssey Project) 
Amy Thomas-Elder, Academic Director 
Illinois Humanities Council 
amy@prairie.org  
 
Massachusetts: Dorchester, New 
Bedford 
David Tebaldi, President 
Mass Humanities 
tebaldi@masshumanities.org  
 
Massachusetts: Holyoke  
Kent Jacobsen, Director 
Holyoke Care Center 
kentjake@verizon.net  
 
Texas: Austin (Free Minds Project) 
Vive Griffith, Project Director 
University of Texas at Austin 
freeminds@austin.utexas.edu  

Utah: Ogden, Salt Lake City, Cedar City 
(Venture Course in the Humanities)  
Jean Cheney, Associate Director 
Utah Humanities Council 
cheney@utahhumanities.org  
 
New York: Kingston (Bard College 
Clemente Course) 
Marina Van Zuylen, Academic Director 
Bard College 
vanzuyle@bard.edu  
 
Oregon: Portland, Salem (Humanity in 
Perspective) 
Jennifer Allen, Director of Programs 
Oregon Humanities 
j.allen@oregonhumanities.org  
 
 
 
 

South Carolina: Charleston  
Mary Ann Kohli, Director 
Trident Technical College 
maryann.kohli@tridenttech.edu  
 
Washington: Port Townsend (Jefferson 
Clemente Course) 
Lela Hilton, Academic Director 
Jefferson Clemente Foundation 
hiltonl@olympus.net  
 
Washington, DC  
Kristen DeSanti, Course Director 
Latin American Youth Center 
kristen@layc-dc.org  
 
Wisconsin: Madison(UW Odyssey 
Project) 
Emily Auerbach, Director 
University of Wisconsin 
eauerbach@dcs.wisc.edu

 
Panel Contacts 
• Lela Hilton, National Program Director; Academic Director, Jefferson Clemente Course: lhilton@olympus.net.  
• Amy Thomas Elder, Director of The Odyssey Project at the Illinois Humanities Council and Clemente Course National 

Academic Director: amy@prairie.org.  
• David Tebaldi, Executive Director of MassHumanities: dtebaldi@masshumanities.org. 
• Moise Koffi, Clemente alumnus and Hostos Community College professor: mkoffi@hostos.cuny.edu. 
• Tim McCarthy, Harvard Kennedy School and Boston Clemente Course: timothy_mccarthy@hks.harvard.edu.  
• Star Braddock, Odyssey Project alumna: star.perry11@yahoo.com. 
• Learn more at clementecourse.org,  www.prairie.org/odysseyproject, and www.masshumanities.org/clemente_course. 

The Partnerships 
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